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"I thfuk na God etel| time I rcnanb(
'rou. ]n aLi n1 praen t'ot all of you' I
'atual' 

7q anh io1-b*"t'e ol vut pat',

nebhif in the Rof4 Jrud tb. nt\t M) 4"ol

""u 
bang '"nfidnt 4 rh6' that he rhn

bepan t eoud udk n Pt ult can) ]t on to

,onpLin ntttl t5e da1 of Chi t Je*' "

Philippirns 1:3-6

Cecelia
0rford

pourcd out their herts, passro$, hufts

md dcsites. \{hilc there vrs a srcat nnge

of rcsponses, threc major rhems

emer{ed. \ibncn $'mted
chuch and santed to be heard, thel'

wmted to be cncounged and valued bY

chuch lcdership to develop their giits

rnd they mnted to os. their Fhs tor

diry V/omen do not necessanlY tr?nt to

make thc decisions - thcv Jusr mnt to

Some *omen exPressed that thc lack

oi access to the dccision'makitg process

hrs oused hun, dnsa*frction, loss ol

.nthushsn, feelins d$zlued and raulted

i. a lack ot commitmenr to $ofkmg

wnhin the church. Sone churchcs xrc

alreadr- tryirg ne* rpprorches to.clw-

come these issoes Herc s m exrtlPLe orll

church strates forinolvemem.
. Thc session sets .he getrer.l drrecrto'

and co.'k of the churcl
. Ci,mmittees are tben cstablished to

. Mcmbcrs oi the congregadon rre

in*cd to belong to r committec of the;

. These conuittees plan ahead (prcter

ablv 12 mondrs) md subntt a Program
foi the approul of the sexion' alongwnh

! budger to ihe commttree ol mmrge

. Oice rpProved, the committcc s lree

to get on wnh the job
Tn rhis wxv the

ruling role and sets the direction of the

chrrch whilc the conntttee oi ruage-

nrent mainrains fiscal rcsponsibilitv Vtal

tasks of the church ate dclegatcd our to r

muchs,ider group of people. These Peo
plc rh.n hwL r rone in Je sion-mrrtng

ud. u u 'e th. i . .k i l l ' .erpcnenrcind rni

vonen want to be cncounged io nur-

ture, derelop md use dreit gila. ln sonc

churches 
-omer 

reponed rha- then lerd-

es mobilised them through encoutrge-

nent:nd cqLripping This is a gtst e{m-

ole o[ pastos and ftrchers Pr.?artng
i;od\ people for works of sewicc (Lph'

od has placed us ir r PannerhiP
sith our fcllow Christirns tn
'shating the gospel of Jesus Christ'

Chrisdans walking iogethc n

our church conmunities :rre membcr! ot

this oannenhip. Thc New Tesr.rnent uses

rh";ord orrm;tshn' in the context of fel

lowship and sharhg the Gospcl 
'vith 

oth

ss (l Cor 1:e; l John l:1 7). {;od hrs

mrde men ed vomen d'lrercntFr com-

plemcntrry to each other (rcad Genesis I

md 2). This ardcle discuscs the Pariner
shio iote of ever-vdav women in the PCA'

?rrtnership is tle relationship bets-ecr

peoplc sdo ha\€ mutud coopenrton ano

icsponsibility to achie*e a goJ \fe ue

panncrs in the gospei regrrdles of gcn'

der, age, cthnic brckgrond o. carcer

\i'hen Christirns $trir together rn ParI
nership, $e body o{ Christ tuncdons in

the wa that Cod hrs designed and He r

glorified.
Ovet the past two Yeus a grorP rrom

rhe vomen's Ministries t\clbyrcnnn

church of QucensLud hcld consulndons

with people throughout the Presbnenm

Church of Australir- The ndn soal was to

collect informrtion rbout dre roles ot

e"eryday vornen in rhc church in 2007

I'eople ncre consuLted trorn churchcs

ir NS\q ACT, \ictorie, Trsmrnia, Soufi

Ausiralia. Y'estern Austrelia and

Ouecnslud. A discusson paper s as $'r't-

to rnd used * the basis for collecthg

infornution. Pcople responded to the

prpr lnd*rdur lh,as r  gr"up. or tuok Pi t
in on. " f  the l l  f " .u '  sr"uP. fe ld i round

Australir. In rctal, abour 600 People s-cre

consuked acros Ausrralir. The commit

tee cnsured that thc partictpanrs were a

represenmti\t sanplc of the churchmem

bership through rigorous reserch de$gn'

The responsa were vtry encouag'ng

md challenghg. Around 90 per cent,or

rhe rcsponses $erc tiom women wno

What women want
Australian uomen rtnd a u)i'ce'

I

I

I

I
4:r2).

F.ncouragement ,s rrinslared mro

action wirh the suppon ot cqu'pPrng

-omen 
with resources The dcfinition ol

equipping is'to turnish or prepare lor:*

vice or action by aPproPnite P(Msron
ing'.Vomenare personrlh resPonsbte to

equip themsclves dd rake up opPonun!

ties rs God lcads them. rlowe"er' ir is thc

churcil's tole to €ncounge' recognise and

rffirm indtuiduals and rhis will enablc

womcn to step oLrt confidentlv in tait!

Some peoplc mention€d that thcy

desircd fomal theological training' Some

telt that thcre vr no sunabb course thr!

wu flexible for creq-dry peopl€ wfth busv

lircs fthatis, those notaspiringto bemln

isten or eldere) Some acloowlcdged that

thcre night 1r sonc couses *aihblc, but

iust didD't know. Existingcourscs necd to

bc promoted bY chirrches ud coune

delivery needs to be flexibtc foraccessibil

itl

(" 
"ry 

a" ""-- t . t ," \ulun(d to'
Lr.Dourrun, i ,e\  a\r , l rbLE ro rhem le\cn

*t'""-tl"y pos,"'s the gifts to do so))

Many womcr find it dillicult to cscrpe

rhe sense th:t thcit conltlbut'on 's 
nor

seen as valuable within the orgaisation -

rhus they fail ro volunteer Some women

lack confidence to volunteer tor lemce

wnhin thc church because they have bcen

discoungcd, disappointed or hun in the

past and hare_come to believe they h3le

liftlc to contrlbute.
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Vhy don't v'o,nen cquip themsclves
for sen'icc? The PCA hu rery few lomal
roles or positions lbr wonren s'iihin thc
church (paid or unpaid), rnd nany
n'om.n mentioned that they see litrlcpur
posc inuesting rimc to derelop sLills they
cmnot use in rh. church. whilc this rmv
be truc, each indtuidual has the resporsi
bility ro derelop and use het skills rcg d
less ofthe church shc attends.

Women rqponcd rhat wherc clurch
leadcrs vrlued thc gifts of the people in
rheir congrcgation rherc was mor€
inohement ofpeople in church actirities
r:rd shrring Chist virh othets. Thc
nujonq of rcspondents bclicred that
gifrs rvere personallv besrowcd by God
rcgardles o{ gcndcr, and peopic should be
placed in roles based on rheir gilt! hther
than gender Gerenlly pcop)e reponed
that the church\ n,inistrv agendr did not
take hro account thc gifts of peopic
rvithin rhcn congregarions.

I t /h.n somen rre not .ors idered lur
VY non-ordained rolcs within thc

church because of rcir gender th€] fcel
orerlooked. Aprn fror. the pasagcs th:!i
mcntion ruthority positions s'ithjn the
church (ee 1 lim. i}l l1; Titus l:5 9),

rc Bible does not distinguish bet{eef,
malc ad lemale u iar as gilts arc con
cerncd (Rom. i2:3-8j I Cor l2i lph {l
16).

The churcl is a body made up of many
prtts, erch haing its o*n gifts for rhe
comrnoD sood (1 CoL 12:/ ,12I1).  Cod
nude mcnrndsomcn diffetent and to be
complementrry to cach other (Ccr 2:18
2s). Theretore, the leaders of thc church
rrc liced vith rhe chrlLengc of utilising

little puryosc

sAills they

these diifererces rs rhcy seek to dcrclop
rnd implcnrerlninistries.

(lomnrimenl ol rhc church ro modcl
prrrncrship for Cod's elory rcquires
orgmisatunrl chargc diven bv thc lerd
aship of thc church. Encouragenent,
rccognition rnd affinution uc the kevs
ro unlock h dcn gifr. A church that
reachcs people ho.v to eqLrip rhcmselres
ud cncourages thcn will fini! pcople rol

E

commence theoloSicrl study oachelor
or masters lewl)
equip yoorself for Iay minlstry Ghort .ours€t)
develop your mlnbtry shlls (MA cxaduate stldy)
prepare for full-rlme mlnistry

Full-time, part-time, evening, intensives
Start in F€bruary or luly

Prerblt€rLn Theolo8ical Collegp

Presbyterian ]

Theological
College

loin us ln 2oo7 for a program of study opdons
. Fain for cnoss-aultural mlnlstry

6E4 Elgar Road
Box Hlll North Vic a129

Phone 03 9896 9384
Ematl Info@prubyt€rlan€oll€8e.org

W€bslte \fl ww.prtsbyteriancoll€g€.org

unreer to take up morc positions ol scr-
ricewithin the chutch.

In sumnarl: this consultation has
inibrmcd the church that *omen fcel
tespccrcd, valued, confide,rt, and cnthusi
astic about sen irg thc I ord in thc church,
whcn they rre bcing:
l. Dugh! aboul spiriru1l gilts rnd usint
then fcr God s senicc,
2. Afinnled as prmcrs in roles br the
lerdcrs i" their church,
3. Itccognised for their gifrs, rbilities rnd

4. lrorided s'ith oppomnitics and given
encoungencrr to use rheir gil1s,
5.Ilovided snh resources to cquiP therl
sclres fot senicc to the Lord ad
6. Gilen Noicc in decision mrkhg in the

Many of rhc issues nised hcre applv as
much ro mcn who rre not cl&rs, rs thcy
do to womcn. Men and women o1 dre
PCA arc partners il Christ's work. As a
church wc need to equip and encounge
one rno cr to shrre thc gospel ol Christ

Corli cLll ro thc clu.ch is clcu: to
identify,, e"coungc and derelop thc spiti
nul gitts of thc whole body lhc chrch
must gNe ordnar] rnen dd wonlen me
opponunin ro scrre in rolcs in Cltisfs
clurch rs thev arc able. when Chnstirns
work in partncrship, the body of Christ
functins h thc *ay rhat God hrs
dcslgned and Cod is gloriiied.

t:eteLia Oforl thaired tbc Preslatetian
CLbrh of Q"aen'\tutd rcnm;ttee inesti'

Xdhtte tunl  .  , ' ,L I  h,  uthet nenbo'
nele thc R,t  l . l 'n  Lant l"r tze Ja,
I.atgbtidgc, Ardrea Pryde, 'lad1
Henry, Cath Thalton, Lafttlite LdsrLe
ard Lyr Nian. Vb uuLf lihe to tbanh all
of the co o tLinators off,c": sorps in each
statt dn,l tea and all those 

-^bo 
Pnt,led
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